
In Luke 21:19, the Lord Jesus 
made a statement that is so drasti-
cally important to us in these days 
of rush and stress. Surely He was 
looking down through the ages and 
saw us PRESSED FOR TIME and 
hurried by the evil one into a place 
of confusion and distress. Who of 
us has not been made to think that 
the PASSING OF TIME is against 
us, and that we will run out of 
TIME before we have completed 
the work that is before us. The 
truth is, it is not we who are run-
ning out of TIME, but the enemy 
himself. 

In a few words the Lord taught 
a very powerful doctrine when He 
said, in Luke 21:19, "IN YOUR 
PATIENCE POSSESS YE 
YOUR SOULS." He said, in ef-
fect, patient people are in posses-
sion of their souls, and we can 
rightly conclude that He was 
ALSO SAYING THAT 
IMPATIENT PEOPLE ARE NOT 
IN POSSESSION OF THEIR 
SOULS We do know that we are 
to possess our souls for God's 
Glory. That is to say we must be in 
control of our earthly vessel_ 

If we do not possess our souls 
and turn them over to the Lord 
through the practice of patience, 
then through our impatience we 
turn them over to the evil one. 

Rom. 6:16, "Know ye not that 
to whom ye yield yourselves ser-
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vants to obey, his servant ye are 
to whom ye obey. Whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness." 

The statement our Lord made in 
Luke has all to do with our subject 
of TIME. This is so because the 
practice of patience has to do with 
the passing of time. A spiritual 
definition of PATIENCE will be 
helpful at this point. Patience is 
the ability to wait with perfect 
peace of heart and mind while time 
passes without the expected at-
tainment, or promise, having come 
to pass no matter how long it may 
tarry. 

PATIENCE and FAITH are so 
closely related that the definition 
of one does, in fact, fit the other. 
Patience knows that God's Word is 
eternal and that the passing of 
TIME cannot dim it nor cause it to 
fade away. Faith knows the same 
thing. Patience knows that the 
promised will of God shall come to 
pass sooner or later. Faith knows 
the same thing. 

These things being true, then 
we can conclude that PATIENCE 
is a product of FAITH. PERFECT 
faith puts no time limit on God, 
neither does PATIENCE. We have 

asked the question, "Is TIME oui 
friend, or is it our foe?" For man' 
of us in days past, it has been ow 
deadly enemy! This is so becaus, 
we have allowed the passing o 
TIME to erase the Word from ou 
minds. But let it be said that to di 
so is exactly contrary to God's in 
struction. We are told to "wAn 
upon the Lord and He shall say( 
thee." (Pro. 20:22) And "Blessa 
are they that WAIT upon Him.' 
(Isa. 30:18) Again, "They shal 
not be ashamed that WAIT oi 
Me." (Isa.49:23) And still again 
"Therefore turn thou to thy God 
keep mercy and judgment, am 
WAIT on thy God continually.' 
(Hosea 12:6) 

Over and over the Lord adrnon 
ishes us to wait on Him. Isa. 40:3 
"They that WAIT upon the Lon 
shall renew their strength." Ti 
WAIT upon the Lord means to ig 
nore the clock and calendar as fai 
as the promise is concerned. It is at 
this point that TIME becomes our 
enemy. Being impatient and crea-
tures of time through our natural 
birth, we detest waiting for any-
thing. Therefore, before we are 
taught by the Spirit, we are easily 
led into forsaking the promises 








